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SUBJECT: FRENCH NIOBIUM-TIN SUPERCONDUCTING TAPE TO 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA -ML 20 

REF: A. COCOM DOC (74) 57 

B. STATE 10719 

C. COCOM DOC (74) 356 

1. REF C CONTAINS FRENCH ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS POSED IN 
REFTEL B. TEXT PARAPHRASED AS FOLLOWS: 

2. FRENCH EXPERTS ARE SURPRISED THAT US AUTHORITIES UNFAMILIAR 
WITH NB3SN SUPERCONDUCTING ALLOY. MOST IMPORTANT MANUFACTURER 
IS US FIRM INTERMAGNETICS GENERAL CORPORATION, SUBSIDIARY OF 
GENERAL ELECTRIC. ALLOY IS USED SOLELY IN PRODUCTION OF 
LABORATORY MAGNETS REQUIRED FOR STUDY OF MAGNETIC FIELD 
EFFECTS ON SUBSTANCES SOME OF WHOSE PROPERTIES, SUCH AS 
ELECTRICAL RESISTANCE, REFRACTION INDEX, AND THERMAL 
CONDUCTIVITY, VARY WITH THE MAGNETIC FIELD. TO FRENCH 
AUTHORITIES' KNOWLEDGE, SUPERCONDUCTING TAPE INVOLVED WILL 

BE USED FOR STUDY OF SUCH PHENOMENA, AND MORE PRECISELY FOR 
THAT OF VARIATION IN RESISTANCE AT BERY LOW TEMPERATURES AND 
IN HIGH INTENSITY MAGNETIC FIELD. 
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3. WITH HIS STATEMENT, FRENCH DEL SUPPLIED THOMSON-BRANDT 
BROCHURE, WHICH IS BEING MAILED APO TO COMMERCE/BEWT, 

WALINSKY. 

4. REQUEST INSTRUCTIONS FOR REPLY BY FEBRUARY 27. (REF C 
ERRONEOUSLY GIVES DATE OF FEB 26, BUT USDEL ASKED FOR ENGLISH 
VERSION OF STATEMENT, WHICH IS DATED FEB 13.) 

BROWN 
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